Approved For Release 2009/01/29 : CIA-RDP85B00803R000100170072-7 ILLEGIB

4 June 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THIZ RIECORD

SUBJECT: Discussions with Deputy Secretury Gilnatric,
concerning his draft memorandum of May 3, 1963,
on operational aspects of NRO (Memorandum

1. After discussing the memorandarm bricily, I siated that
while it appeared that the intent was not to disturb the CLA opera-

tion of overflights over denied territory, nevertheless lower
echelon officers could interpret the memorandum differently anc
could create an issue on practically cvery cverflight wnccer con-
sideration. Gilpatric admitted that therc was a sirong Zeeling
expressed by General LeMay and apparently suppoxted Dassively
by General Taylor and Secreiary McNamara that the tirne had
come to move all reconnaissancce opeérations Jrom ClA 1o the
Department of Defense.  Gilpatric said this was not tae mntent

of the memorandum, ncvertheless, the sentirment cexistcd .n
DOD,

2. I said that if this was the iscue, then {'d like toe matter
settled on the basis of the issue, and after reacniny a decision
we could draft an appropriate memorandur: 1o CoOver the agrees=
nt. I said, however, that I would oppose such a change Ior
ety of reasons, not the least of whica was the Lmporiaice
ping CIA 's "Imaginative' cualities in tae reconnaissanc
N

cf kec 2
picture, CIA's unigue ability to keep things sccret was cssenlias
and would be sacrificed if the project were taken over by tae
Air Force, and finally, the cost and vime ricuircec to develow

o

new ecuipment such as the OXCART would be encrmous.y in=
creased, Gilpatvic urged thatl not make tac issue at tais
time, stiating he felt coniidert that neither MceNamara

?\

s

General Taylor would be inclined to ralse .i¢ daslc igsac pe-
cause he knew that such a shift would be '

e}
Bresident's Board, and probably by the President himsaud.

t
.

Furthermore, it would be interpreted as another civiiien-
military problem, and they had too many of them on tacir

J

hands at the prosent time. FHe therefore urged that L arena

NRO review(s) completed..
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the agrecment to such an extent as necessary in order to insure
that no interpretation could be placed on the azrecment which
would have the cifect of transferring responsibility for planning
and carrying out covert flights over denicd territory as a

CILA responsibility. ’

3. I agreed to do this and to return the anrecrment o hirn
with suggested amendments and changes. It was not nececssary
for me to use the memorandum on the respornsibility for cver~
flights of denied areas as prepared by Dr. Scoville, nor the
basic authority for CIA in the conduct of overflights prepared
by Houston. However, these should be kept available for future
discussions, '

4. During the discussion, I was adviscd that Castro had
returned to Cuba. McGeorge Bundy called me coacerning a
program of overflights. It was agreed that the low-level over-
flights would take place 48& hours after Casiro arrived. Later
it was agreed between Gilpatric and myself that the fligkts would
take clace on Wednesday, Gilpatric placed the order wizh the
JCS vo proceed accordingly. No further approval of higher
authority is necessary.

25X1

JAM/bd (Tape)
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